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	Searching


	Search the Internet

There has been a large number of changes in search engines recently and those listed on this page have been changed to reflect this.

AlltheWeb | Google
[image: image9.png]




 HYPERLINK "http://www.cam.ac.uk/global/search/websearch.html" \l "gg#gg" Google Groups | HotBot | MSN | Teoma | Yahoo [image: image10.png]



For any of these, you can perform basic searches by entering search words and then selecting the adjacent "Search" button. More advanced search facilities, and information about the various search engines, can be found by following the links to their home servers.

The list of W3 Search Engines from CUI provides access to many more. A list of specialist, regional or language-based search engines and directories is maintained by Search Engine Watch.


	Top of Form

AlltheWeb
[image: image11.wmf]



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image12.wmf]

web

  [image: image13.wmf]S

earch


Bottom of Form

	Top of Form

Google
[image: image14.wmf]

  [image: image15.wmf]

S

earch


Bottom of Form

UK Google server.


Google

Advanced Search Made Easy 

You can increase the accuracy of your searches by adding operators that fine-tune your keywords. Most of the options listed on this page can be entered directly into the Google search box or selected from Google's Advanced Search page. 
Additionally, Google supports several advanced operators which are query words that have special meaning to Google. For a complete list, click here. 
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" + " Searches 

Google ignores common words and characters such as "where" and "how", as well as certain single digits and single letters, because they tend to slow down your search without improving the results. Google will indicate if a common word has been excluded by displaying details on the results page below the search box.
If a common word is essential to getting the results you want, you can include it by putting a "+" sign in front of it. (Be sure to include a space before the "+" sign.)
Another method for doing this is conducting a phrase search, which simply means putting quotation marks around 2 or more words. Common words in a phrase search (e.g., "where are you") are included in the search.
For example, to search for Star Wars, Episode I, use:
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" - " Searches
Sometimes what you're searching for has more than one meaning; "bass" can refer to fishing or music. You can exclude a word from your search by putting a minus sign ("-") immediately in front of the term you want to avoid. (Be sure to include a space before the minus sign.)
For example, to find web pages about bass that do not contain the word "music", type:
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" ~" Searches
You may want to search not only for a particular keyword, but also for its synonyms. Indicate a search for both by placing the tilde sign ("~") immediately in front of the keyword.
For example, to search for food facts as well as nutrition and cooking information, use:
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Phrase Searches 

Search for complete phrases by enclosing them in quotation marks. Words enclosed in double quotes ("like this") will appear together in all results exactly as you have entered them. Phrase searches are especially useful when searching for famous sayings or proper names.
"OR" Searches
Google supports the logical "OR" operator. To retrieve pages that include either word A or word B, use an uppercase OR between terms. 
For example, to search for a vacation in either London or Paris, just type:
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Domain Restrict 

If you know the website you want to search but aren't sure where the information is located within that site, you can use Google to search only that domain. Do this by entering what you're looking for followed by the word "site" and a colon followed by the domain name. 
For example, to find admission information on Stanford University's site, enter:
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Numrange Searches 

Numrange can be used to specify that results contain numbers in a range you set. You can conduct a numrange search by specifying two numbers, separated by two periods, with no spaces. Be sure to specify a unit of measure or some other indicator of what the number range represents. 
For example, you might conduct a search for DVD player $250..300 or 3..5 megapixel digital camera. Numrange can be used to set a range for everything from dates (Willie Mays 1950..1960) to weights (5000..10000 kg truck).
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Other Advanced Search Features 

· Language: specify which language you would like your results returned in. 

· Date: restrict your results to the past three, six, or twelve months. 

· Occurrences: specify where your search terms occur on the page - anywhere on the page, in the title, or in the url. 

· Domains: search only a specific website or exclude that site completely from your search. 

· SafeSearch: Google's SafeSearch screens for sites that contain this type of information and eliminates them from search results. [Learn more...]
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Return pages written in
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Return results where my terms occur
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	Froogle Product Search (BETA)
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Products
	Find products for sale
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To browse for products, start at the Froogle home page
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	Page-Specific Search
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Similar
	Find pages similar to the page 
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e.g. www.google.com/help.html
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Links
Find pages that link to the page 
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	Topic-Specific Searches


	
New! Local - Find local businesses and services on the web.
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Apple Macintosh - Search for all things Mac
BSD Unix - Search web pages about the BSD operating system
Linux - Search all penguin-friendly pages
Microsoft - Search Microsoft-related pages
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U.S. Government - Search all .gov and .mil sites
Universities: Stanford, Brown, BYU, & more - Narrow your search to a specific school's website
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	Query Language

In addition to the Advanced Search options for a given catalog on AlltheWeb, you can use special keywords and characters in your search to find pages within a specified domain, or pages with a certain word in their title or URL.

These keywords and characters can be quite useful in making a more specific query without having to navigate into the Advanced Search forms.

Does AlltheWeb support any advanced operators in a query?
Does AlltheWeb support Boolean query language?
Does AlltheWeb support any special keywords in a query? 

Does AlltheWeb support any advanced operators in a query?
AlltheWeb allows a number of advanced operators to construct a query, or query of phrases. These operators allow you to build phrases, and include or exclude specific terms or phrases in your query. The following operators are supported:

Character(s)

Example

Description

" "

"pac man"
Results will contain the phrase "pac man".

+
+pac

Results must include the term "pac". You can create a more complex query by stringing along a sequence of terms. For example, "+pac +man" will find results that include both the term "pac" and the term "man". Using the + character is equivalent to using the Boolean and between single terms. By default, AlltheWeb assumes the use of the + operator.

-
"dog breeders" -poodles

Results will include pages with information on "dog breeders" excluding the term "poodles". Using the - character is equivalent to using the Boolean not between single terms.

[ top of page ] 

Does AlltheWeb support Boolean query language?
The following Boolean operators are supported. However, it is important to note that they will only work from the Advanced Web Search page with "Boolean Query" selected from the "Query Type" pulldown menu. Currently you can use the following keywords to find results that include or exclude terms:

Operator

Example

Description

AND

pac AND man

All search results will contain both the terms "pac" and "man".

OR

pac OR man

Results will contain either the term "pac" or the term "man".

NOT

pac NOT man

Results will contain the term "pac" but not the term "man".

Each of these Boolean operators can be used in conjunction with another and with parentheses, allowing you to make complex Boolean queries. The following is an example of how these operators can be used together for more query precision.

Complex Boolean Example

florida AND golf NOT "Arnold Palmer"

Results must contain the term "florida" and the term "golf" but not the phrase "Arnold Palmer".

[ top of page ] 

Does AlltheWeb support any special keywords in a query?
AlltheWeb supports a special keyword in your search to find pages within a specified domain

Keyword

Example

Description

site:

auctions site:shopping.com

Finds pages for "auctions" within "shopping.com". This can be helpful in obtaining highly relevant results from a specific site. By default, the site: keyword anchors the value of the keyword to match the end of the hostname, in this case, "shopping.com". This query will find pages for "auctions" within "shopping.com", but not in "shopping.com.sg".

domain:

domain:uk

Finds pages within the specified domain. Use domain:uk to find pages from the United Kingdom, or use domain:com to find pages from commercial sites..

url:

url:football

Finds pages with the specific word or phrase in the URL. This example will find all pages that have the term "football" anywhere in the URL (e.g. http://www.domain.com/football.html would be in the results).

link:

link:www.alltheweb.com

Finds all pages with a link to www.AlltheWeb.com.

title:

title:AlltheWeb

Finds pages that contain the term "AlltheWeb" in the page title (which appears in the title bar of most browsers).
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	Advanced Search - Use the following filters to execute a more accurate search
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	Create a boolean query using the operators AND, OR and NOT.
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  Use the following to include and exclude additional criteria
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	Language -
	Find results written in  [image: image74.wmf]
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	Word Filters -
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 + Add a filter


	[image: image88.png]




	Domain Filters -
	Filter results from specific domains (com, gov, dell.com, etc.)
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Find results from a specific geographic region
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	File format -
	Only find results that are [image: image93.wmf]
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	Date -
	Only find results updated 
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	Presentation -
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Specialty Search Engines
For those times when you want to find more than just web pages and web sites, some of the "specialty search engines" below will prove useful. Also called topical search engines, "vertical" search engines or "vortals," they'll help you search through specific types of listings in different areas. 

	· Answers Searching 

· Computer Search Engines 

· Domain Searching 

· Financial Search Engines 

· Government Search 

· Invisible Web 

· Legal Search Engines 

· Mailing Lists 

	· Medical Search Engines 
· Newsgroup Search 

· Science Search Engines 

· Shopping Search 

· Travel Search Engines 

· WAP Search Engines 

· Other Specialty Services 


Other Search Engines

	Teoma

	http://www.teoma.com/


	Yahoo
	http://uk.yahoo.com/


	Hotbot
	http://www.hotbot.com/Default.asp


	MSN
	http://www.msn.co.uk/


	AltaVista
	http://uk.altavista.com/
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